STRANGERS on
COUNTRY
Imagine you find a
stranger on your
favourite beach. They
are pale, starving,
desperate for shelter
and speak a language
you can't understand.
Despite your fears, you
treat them with
kindness. You feed
them and comfort
them. They become like
family to you and learn
how to live on country.
'Strangers on Country'
describes the
experiences of six
Europeans who were
taken in by Indigenous
communities of eastern
Australia between the 1820s and 1870s. The shipwreck survivors and runaway
convicts stayed alive only through their hosts' generosity.
Too often Australian history is told only from a European perspective. Imagining
events from both Indigenous Australian and European perspectives, the authors
have brought to life remarkable true stories that inspire connection and
understanding.

Distance Education Unit by T. Shaw
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About the book
Giom, Anco and Duramboi are the names of just three young
shipwreck survivors and convict escapees who were given refuge by
Indigenous communities during the nineteenth century. No one
knows exactly how many received sustenance from the local people,
but there are some documented accounts of these experiences.
Strangers on Country includes the stories of six Europeans and the
people who cared for them.
To Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, the first castaways
and runaway convicts that arrived in their homes must have
appeared pretty scary. The strangers didn’t speak their language and
didn’t understand their ways, but they were desperately in need of
refuge. Despite their fears, the Indigenous hosts often treated the
lost strangers with kindness, taking pity on them and giving them
food and shelter. When they returned to live among white people,
the castaways and convicts spoke fondly of the people who had
rescued them.
Based on historical records each story in this book is told through
two historical fiction narratives. The first is from the point of view of
an Indigenous person who befriends the stranger in their land. The
second is from the point of view of the castaway or convict who is
given refuge. At the end of each chapter, there is a section of facts
and information. Too often Australian history is told only from the
point of view of the Europeans who sailed here from across the
world.
Richly illustrated and drawing on the extensive collections of the
National Library of Australia, Strangers on Country will inspire young
readers to think about how all Australians today can learn from
traditional Indigenous ways of thinking and doing. When we listen to
and understand others, work with people, instead of doing things to
people, then we can all begin to adopt the wise ways of the past.
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This book was inspired by and based on Living with the Locals: Early
Europeans’ Experience of Indigenous Life by John Maynard and
Victoria K. Haskins.
About the authors
Kirsty Murray is a multi-award-winning author of more
than 20 books for children and young adults. Her works
include eleven novels as well as non-fiction, junior
fiction, historical fiction, speculative fiction and picture
books.
Kirsty was nominated for the prestigious Swedish prize,
the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award for her contribution to young
people’s literature in both 2017 & 2018. Kirsty has also been an
Asialink Literature Resident at the University of Madras, a Creative
Fellow of the State Library of Victoria and a writer-in-residence at the
University of Himachal Pradesh in north India.
Every year, Kirsty teaches creative writing and shares the joy of
reading with thousands of young people in libraries, schools and at
literary festivals around the world. Kirsty is a passionate advocate of
books for readers of all ages.
Official author site: https://kirstymurray.com/
Dave Hartley, a descendant of the Barunggam people
of the Darling Downs/Chinchilla regions of
Queensland is Deputy Principal of a Primary School in
Logan City, Queensland, and writer. Hartley has worked in education
for many years and had worked across many year levels prior to
entering into school administration. In 2009, Hartley was awarded
'Gold Coast Teacher of the Year'
As a writer, Hartley with his co-author Scott Prince, was awarded the
Kuril Dhagun Prize in 2013, for their first children's book, Deadly D
and Justice Jones: Making the Team.
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About the Illustrator
Dub (David) Leffler is one of thirteen
children and grew up in the small town
of Quirindi, south of Tamworth in New
South Wales. He is descended from the
Bigambul and Mandandanji people of
south-west Queensland.
He began his visual arts career as an animator and has worked as a
muralist and art teacher. He has illustrated several children’s books,
including There Once was a Boy (Megabala Books, 2011) and has
collaborated with internationally recognised illustrators such as Colin
Thompson, Shaun Tan and Banksy. Highly-acclaimed children’s book
Once there was a Boy (Megabala Books, 2011) was both written and
illustrated by Dub.
Official illustrator site:
https://www.westwords.com.au/authors/dub-leffler/

This unit is specifically designed for distance education for year 5-6
students at Glen Park PS.
They will receive a learning pack which includes a copy of 'Strangers
on Country' and this unit plan and journal as well as other resources
including:
 a diorama box with coloured paper, felt and a packet of airdried clay.
 a wooden boomerang template, some ‘Scratch Australian
animal art’ designs a cardboard tube and some ochre paint
(From Zart Art)
 brown paper and A3 and A4 card for craft and projects
Pen and ink and block printing kits can be borrowed from school.
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The Night Islanders and the Cabin Boy
As you read the story add information about the two boys (Physical
characteristics and personality)

Sassy
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Sassy

Anco (Narcisse)

The Night Islanders and the Cabin Boy
When Aboriginal people first encountered Europeans they thought
they were ghosts. Why do you think they thought that?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Narcisse was tricked and left behind after a shipwreck. Why do you
think he was abandoned?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
What food did the Night Islander people eat?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Anco returned to France and lived there for the rest of his life. From
what you have read was he happy there?......... Why?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Video: https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-design-architectureand-building/news/dab-animations-bring-australias-indigenoushistory-life
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The Night Islanders and the Cabin
Boy
Cloze
In 1858, French cabin boy, Narcisse Pelletier,
aged only 14, was 1……………………………….. by his
“shipmates” on a nearby beach opposite Night
Island. He would have died of 2…………………..
and starvation but was spotted by three
3………………………………….. women. They had
never seen a white man before, but one gave
him 4………………………. while the other two ran to get their husbands.
And when the 5……………….. arrived they took him in and cared for
him.
One of them, Maademan, would 6………………….. him; and his son
Sassy would become Narcisse’s loyal companion as he lived with the
Night Island people for the 7………………… 17 years becoming a full
member of the tribe and an excellent 8………………………. Maker. Then
in 1875 a group of English sailors landed and spotted this white man.
They captured him and, fiercely 9………………………… his will, sent him
back to 10……………………….. There he got a job on a lighthouse and
spent his days and nights 11………………………….. back across the sea to
his spiritual home on the other 12………………………. of the world. He
died at only 52 from – I believe – a 13………………………. heart.

Choose from these words:
adopt
thirst
broken
marooned side water
against
France
Aboriginal looking
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men
next
spear

The Kaurareg Islanders and the Ghost Girl
Who did Pequi think the white-girl was?
………………………………………………………………………………………(page 22)
Why was Yuri so angry?
………………………………………………………………………………………(page 23)
What was Sibi’s advice to Yuri on how to make up to Pequi ? (Page
24)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Did Giom feel she belonged like Narcisse did? ……….. Retell an
example to support your opinion. (Page 25)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….…….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Did the white sailors immediately recognise Gion as a white girl?
…………..How did she convince them? …………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………….(page 27)
Did the Kaurareg people want her to go? …………….
What was Gion’s real name? ………………………………………………………….
What happened to her husband? …………………………………………………..
What was Barbara’s greatest fear that she confided to Gameema on
page 30?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Did Barbara find it easy to talk English again? How does she explain it
on page 32? …………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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What was the name of the ship Barbara was on? (Page 33)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
What was her greatest fear when she got back to Sydney? (page 33)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What treats did her islander family bring out to her on board the ship
on page 34?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Why did the people of Sydney lose interest in Barbara’s stories of life
with the Kaurereg? What did they prefer to hear (Page 38)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
What happened to the Kaurareg people in 1870?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What happened to them in 2001? …………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

HMS Rattlesnake (video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EInnjA163c )
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The Kaurareg Islanders and the Ghost Girl
Barbara/Gion describes how the Kaurareg people made canoes on
page 37. Sketch and describe how it was done in the four panels
below.

The struggle for the Kaurareg people:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhpKCpw1fIQ
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The Bindal and the Shipwreck Survivors
How slow did Wurra move? (page 43)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Why do you think the four white people stood with their hands
above their heads? (Page 44)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What root did the strangers eat quickly? (page 44)
…………………………………………….root
Who were the Bindal people going to take? (page 45)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Why do you think the strangers were afraid of the fire? (Page 46)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Wurra and Karekynjib-Wombil-Moony hunted………………………(Page
47)
Where did Karekynjib-Wombil-Moony and the boy go? (Page 47)
………………………………………………………………………………what happened to
the husband, wife and boy? ……………………………………………………………..
What does it mean ‘Brother’s feet were itchier than ever’ on page
48?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What were the curly-haired animals that scared Yida? (Page 49)
………....................
What did Wulla mean on page 49 about Karekynjib-Wombil-Moony
sitting like a magpie and his white feathers being brighter than his
black feathers?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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What was the name of the wrecked ship that
Karekynjib-Wombil-Moony/Jemmy came from (Page
51)?
…………………………………………………………
What song did the white people sing? (page 52)
…………………………………………………………………………………
What did Jemmy and the Captain decide to do when
they met up together at a meeting of the clans? (Page
53)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
When jemmy tells his story about the shipwreck to Wurra on page
54, what part of it shocks Wurra the most?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What ‘nonsense’ thing did Jemmy say when he met the white men
on page 56?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What was Jemmy’s full English name?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………Ho
w long had he spent living with the Aboriginals? ……………………..years.
How did people react to Jemmy in Bowen? (page61)………..................
………………….………………………………………………………………………………………
How did his Aboriginal family feel? ……………………………………………………
Did he live long after his return to Bowen? …………
The Bindal and Gia clans were forced from their land and made to
live on missions but have since returned to their ancestral lands.
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The Kabi Kabi and the Convict
How did the group first know about the ‘ghost’? (page 65)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
What was interesting about this white man in particular? (page 66)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Who does Pamby-Pamby think the ghost is? (page 66)
…………………………..
In what ways had white men harmed Aboriginal people? (Page 67)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
How was Wandi described on page 67?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
What did they offer Pamby-Pamby page 68? …………………………………
How many warriors did Jem Davis encounter ………………..and why did
he decide to join them (page 71)………………………………………………………
Jem had been a blacksmith’s son back in Glasgow in Scotland but
now he was a ……………………………. (page 71)
Who was the cruellest man you will ever meet? (Page 72)
…………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
What did Duramboi mean? (Page 73) ………………………………….……………
They called the escaped convict Wadi because he …………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………..(page 73)
Why did Wadi want to take Duramboi in? (Page 73-74)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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What signalled that Jem’s Aboriginal life was over on page 75?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
How long had Jem been with his father? ………years.
Did Jem want to go back and live with the White people?...............
Who was Pamby-Pamby? (Page 77)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What was the name of Jem’s Aboriginal family? (Page 77)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
How many convicts escaped into the bush between 1842-44 (Page
78) …………………..
What was the Kilcoy massacre? (page 78)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Did Jem visit his people after his return? ……………………….
How did Jem help Aboriginal people from the 1850s-1880s? (Page
80)……………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………..
He became a grumpy old man and died in
……………………

Video: https://youtu.be/ArsbwAdNHNc
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Create a Wanted poster for James ‘Jem’ Davis
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The Mer Islanders and the Lost Boys
What was the ‘news’? (page 85)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..
Who offered to look after the 2 white boys/ (pages 86-87)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What did they trade the boys for? (page 87)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What were the children now called? (Page 88) ……………………………....
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Duppa was worried that the white men would ……………………the boys.
Where the people sad to see Waki and Uass leave? How did they
show that? (Page 90-91)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
How does John describe the way the Gam le Islanders treated him
and William? (page 93)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What did Uass eat that made him plump and content (Page 95)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What did Waki have nightmares about (page 95-96)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
How many survived the massacre? (Page 96) …………………..
What was the name of the ship Waki went on? (Page 97)
…………………………………
What was he offered to eat? …………………………………………………………….
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What was Duppa’s last words to Waki? (page 98)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What was the name of the ship that John and William were on?(Page
100)
…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………….
Why did the Gam le Islanders kill the adults that were shipwrecked?
(page 100) ………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
What does ‘ritual anthropophagy’ mean? (page 100)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What was the name of the book Waki wrote? (page 102)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
What did the Mabo decision (in 1992) mean
for Torres Strait Island people?
………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….………..
………………………………………………….……
………………………………………………..………
In your pack you will find art activities (a
wooden boomerang, scratch art and a
cardboard tube – didgeridoo) for you to
decorate. I have also provided pots of ochre to
create authentic colours. For design ideas refer to this and other
sites: https://ananyamahnot.wixsite.com/abori-art-websiteit/aboriginal-symbols
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The
Shipwrecked
Orphans:
a true narrative of
the shipwreck and
sufferings of John
Ireland and William
Doyley, who were
wrecked in the ship
Charles Eaton, on
an island in the
South Seas / written
by John Ireland
The only first-hand
account of the
tragic shipwreck of
the Charles Eaton
on a voyage from
Hobart to Canton. The shipwreck occurred on the Torres Straits
Islands. Most of the ship's complement were massacred, some eaten
by the indigenous people. Ireland, the two Doyley brothers were
taken to Murray Island by other indigenous people. Five seamen
escaped to Timorlaut in a boat. John Ireland and William Doyley were
the sole survivors rescued by the NSW government schooner the
Isabella.

Available on Kindle
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The Mer Islanders and the Lost Boys
Design a front cover for John’s book that shows the positive side to
living with the Mer people
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Strangers on Country
Write a newspaper story about the return of one of the lost white
people in the book
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Strangers on Country
(Fill in Brisbane, Moreton Bay Bowen, Torres Strait Island,
Townsville)
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Strangers on Country
Torres Strait islands

Colour in your own Torres Strait Islands Flag.
Designed by: Bernard Namok from Thursday Island.
Adopted in: July 1992 by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commission. At this time, it was given equal importance to the
Aboriginal flag. But it was first officially recognised in July 1995 by
the Australian Government.
Representation: Each part of the flag is designed to represent
something about Torres Strait Island culture.





green: the land
blue: the sea
white: peace
black: Indigenous people
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Templates of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait flag available online.
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Strangers on Country

Pages from the diary of George Inskip, second master on
the Rattlesnake, describing the unexpected appearance of Barbara
Thompson: 'She was perfectly naked having only a small bit of sea
weed, which very barely covered her modesty'
Use pen and ink (You can borrow pen and ink sets from the school)
to write a short recollection or eye witness account of the sudden
appearance of one of the other white characters from the book.
(Refer page 89, 91-92)
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Harden Melville, Huts and Islanders of Darnley Island, Torres Strait:
Duppa (Sitting with an Axe), Who Took Charge of the Boys. Duppa's
Adult Son, Also Called Duppa, Stands with a Spear, Alongside His Wife
Areg, 1849
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Title page of Shipwrecked Orphans: A True Narrative of the Shipwreck
and Sufferings of John Ireland and William Doyley by John Ireland

Use block printing methods and tools to create a title page for a
book about one of the other stories (You create a suitable title)
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The block printing kit can be borrowed from school. It
includes full instructions on how to do it. (You will need lots
of newspaper and some disposable trays for paint, otherwise
everything you need is in the box. (Use the foam print sheets
with wooden stylus first. If you want to try Lino Prints. You
can do that only with parent supervision. The tools are very
sharp)

Block/Lino Print Kit
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Research ideas
Research the amazing life of William Buckley





How did he come to live with Aboriginal people?
How was he treated by them?
Why did he return to the white community?
He was an impressive figure. What did he look like when he
returned?
 What happened to him after he returned to live with white
people?
 What does the expression ‘Buckley’s chance’ mean? Does it
refer to him?

Samuel Calvert's Buckley Discovering himself to the Early settlers,
1869, courtesy State Library Victoria
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LMs8s9LIks
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Property of

Diary Writing
After reading Strangers on Country write your own story
about:
 Being lost/shipwrecked and helped by Aborigines
 Being a sailor or ship’s captain discovering a missing
person living with Aborigines or
 From an aboriginal perspective, rescuing a lost/stranded
person and welcoming them into your family/clan
Strangers to Country tells both points or view as well as
giving historical information about the meetings and their
aftermath. (Sometimes these stories are very sad.)
To make it authentic looking I have provided an old journal
cover including 10 pages for you to write in. You can use pen
and ink to write some of it and you could even include some
block print pictures.
Don’t forget illustrations and maps. Rough draft first.

Page | 31

Internet Bibliography
Helpful online resources:
http://www.aboriginalculture.com.au/index.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/food/cuisine/indigenous-australian
PDF craft ideas and resources
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/murray-riveraboriginals/
Murray River Aborigines.
http://www.jaconline.com.au/humanitiesalive/ha3/downloads/HA3
_01.pdf
Humanities Alive
https://www.blackincbooks.com.au/sites/default/files/Growing%20
Up%20Aboriginal_Teaching%20Notes.pdf
https://www.sbs.com.au/sites/sbs.com.au.home/files/2954_sos_tea
chers_notes_7.pdf
https://www.sbs.com.au/sites/sbs.com.au.home/files/sbs_learn_con
nection_to_country_teachers_notes_final.pdf
SBS teacher notes (PDF)
Also
Living with the Locals: Early Europeans'
Experience of Indigenous Life was released by NLA
Publishing in November 2016.
Apologies for any unattributed scans and
attachments (mostly images of characters from
the stories. These can be found easily online )
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Other valuable teacher (and student) reference books

Completed Distance learning pack
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Email from the author 20/05/20
Hi Tony,

Thank you so much for your wonderful email. Apologies for the delayed response. We live in
interesting times.

I was so impressed by your literature unit. Thank you for embracing the book with such enthusiasm.
They are amazing stories, aren't they? I forwarded your email to Dave Hartley and Dub Leffler and
they were both thrilled to see the work you'd invested in creating the unit.

Would you mind if I shared it with the publishers at the NLA too? I'm sure their education unit would
be interested in seeing it.

Best wishes,

Kirsty M.

On Thu, 14 May 2020, at 9:25 AM, Shaw, Anthony N wrote:

Hi Kirsty. I’ve just completed a literature unit for my students for 'Strangers on
Country'.
My school is a one-teacher school so I am sending home learning packs for the
students rather than work online.
I bought 3 of your books on the weekend and completed the unit and
assembled the packs to go out with our next change-over.
Our students will be back next month so this will be about 3 weeks’ worth of
literature work for them.
I enjoyed your book and I think the kids will too.
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