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BUILDING WORKS AT GLEN PARK 2025

We’ve been very busy at Glen Park PS again this year
completing upgrades and improvements to our school
grounds and facilities.

We started with new furniture for our decking and a
top up of sand for the sandpit and mulch for our gar-
den beds.

A1l Tree Removals removed some diseased trees and
prepared our school for the fire season.

In Autumn Ballarat Groundworks removed old play-
ground equipment replacing it with an ‘Activity Cube’.
They also removed rotten edging and replaced it with
logs and river stone to match our other new gardens.
Later this year works will commence to make our main
classroom our ‘shelter in place’ on Code Red days.
Once that is done we can paint it and repair our oval.
We also plan to demolish our old toilet block and in-
stall a custom outfitted container for storage. We will
also replace our old sports shed with a new shed in-
cluding a garden/cleaning storage space.

RIGHT Our new Activity Cube being installed.

GLEN PARK IN 2025 2025 has been another big year here at Glen Park

Primary School.

This year we continued our focus on science by inviting
a real scientist (Heather) from Swinburne to visit for 3
special science days focusing on Chemistry, rockets, and
electricity. They were so popular we will continue the
program next year.

We went on an excursion to The Ballarat Wildlife Park,
Point Cook RAAF Museum and Werribee Mansion and
all of our grade 5-6 children had the opportunity to go
to Somer’s Camp.

Next year we will again be running a tutoring program
as well as LOTE (Japanese) , MARC Van visits and Music/
Arts therapy as well as our swimming/gym program.
Our library is even bigger than before—the best in
Ballarat (Have you checked out our Street Library?) and
our grounds are looking great (still more to do outside.)

ABOVE Children patting a kangaroo at the Wildlife Park More fun excursions and engaging learning activities are
planned for 2026.
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REVIEW INTO SCHOOL COMPLIANCE

MOORABOOL COLLEGIATE
GROUP

The Moorabool Collegiate Group rose from the ashes of the
Bungaree Cluster (which managed the excellent Shared Spe-
cialist Program for 6 small rural schools in the 1980s and early
90s.)

When the Kennett Government closed down that program the
cluster decided to continue as a collegiate group in 1994-5 with
| the role of improving opportunities for our students after mas-
sive defunding to small rural schools and ‘money-saving’ school
closures. We wanted to support each other in an environment
where rural schools and their communities weren’t valued.
One of our primary aims was/is to provide collegiate support to
principals of small schools — helping them connect, share ide-
as, and advocate for the benefits of small rural school educa-
tion. After 30 years we are still fulfilling that aim.

Initially we included Glen Park, Mount Wallace, Lal Lal, Elaine,
Bungaree, Warrenheip, Mt Egerton, Little Bendigo, Gordon.
Comadai and the Sovereign Hill School. (Other schools joined
and some were closed)

Small rural schools often face unique challenges (e.g., isolation,
limited resources, staffing) and a collective network like the
MCG helps mitigate those by pooling professional development
and advocacy . It helps maintain community vitality in rural
settings, as schools anchor local communities. The Group ex-
plicitly recognised this as its mission back in 1995. We were
proud to be called a ‘break away’ group by Regional Office be-
cause we punched above our weight fighting for small rural
schools, the unique learning experiences they provide and the
communities that support them. Over the years we’ve met
with Ministers (Koski, Delahunty, Lenders), run group days and
joint excursions and
learning experiences
that we couldn't afford
individually. We have
also run successful small
school conferences and

A major Independent Review released in April 2025 has con-
firmed what many school leaders and teachers already feel
— administrative and compliance workloads are growing
rapidly and are taking educators away from their core work
of teaching and student wellbeing.

The review outlines seven key findings, including:

e OHS, asset management, and HR are among the most
time-consuming pain points for principals and adminis-
trative staff

e Staff are taking compliance work home, which is contrib-
uting to burnout and driving staff away from the profes-
sion

e Schools with clear structures and administrative support
are more effective and report better wellbeing among
staff

e Smaller and specialist schools are particularly over-
whelmed, lacking capacity to manage complex compli-
ance needs.

The Review recommends that OHS is recentralised or out-

sourced to reduce school workload.

One area where DET has got it right in supporting small rural

schools like Glen Park, is the Small Schools Program which

provides practical support to small rural and regional
schools. It helps us manage our: facilities maintenance,
occupational health and safety compliance and return to
work obligations.

" The program commenced in 2022 after a successful pilot.

= We joined in 2023. It has been rolled out to more than

300 rural and regional schools across the state.

Ay PDs and been there to
| provide support to each -
other when needed. )
This year we celebrate WILDLIFE
30 years of existence.
Be careful driving down
= Springs Road. (Even
RIGHT Moorabool Colle- Longs Hill Road) Keep >
giate Group conference . your eyes scanned (not
2012 | on the goats, camels
- - - S | and alpacas) but for
kangaroos. This photo s
- was taken about «
7:00am on a weekday morning on my way to school.
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PHOTOS
Experimenting with robots

Pancake Day with Katie

Up close to a crocodile at the Wildlife Park
Landscaping around the playground.
Swimming (and gym) at the YMCA

Excursion to Werribee Mansion and the RAAF
Museum at Point Cook

“ *  Being mad scientists
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A small country school for the 21st

. Glen Park. Quality Government Education since 1872 century

EDUCATION FUNDING REFORM

Over the past decade, the Victorian Government has

put education front and centre, making record invest-

ments, delivering landmark reforms, supporting

teachers and school leaders, and building modern, fit-

for-purpose facilities where they are needed most.
In October last year, they outlined a refreshed vision
for the Education State: to deliver excellence in every
government school classroom in every corner of the
state.

In this year’s Victorian Budget 2025/26 the govern-
ment is investing $2.9 billion in the programs and
supports they believe make a difference to school
communities.

This year has also seen the Australian Government
reach agreements with every state and territory to
finally put all public schools on a path to full and fair
funding.

Between 2012-13 and 2021-22, funding to public
schools rose by about 20.3% in real terms, whereas
funding to private schools rose 37% during the same
period.

The funding disparity is very obvious in Ballarat.
This investment in the education future of the vast
majority of school students in our country
(especially students with special needs and rural
schools) will see $16.5 billion additional funding to
public schools across Australia over 10 years.

This will see an average 70% increase in Common-
wealth funding per student when fully implemented
and not a moment too soon.

Hopefully this means more help for students and
support for state schools especially in remote and
rural Australia. Finally we might be on a path to the
full and fair funding level promised by David Gonski
over 10 years ago.

NOTE: Hard copies of the Glen Park Gazette will only
be delivered in the Glen Park/Wattle Flat/Pootilla
area from this year. (Due to rising costs and delivery
issues) This Gazette and some past copies are on our
web site.

COMMUNITY NEWS

The Wattle Flat - Pootil-

la Landcare Group is a

committed community

group aiming to en-

hance and protect biodiversity
throughout the local area. The group
formed in 2002. Contact Andrew

For all the
news about
what's going

Refer to their web page: leighcatch-
mentgroup.org/wattle-flat-pootilla

The Brown Hill Bulls

Come Join Us Junior
players required Brown
Hill Cricket Club Junior
training - U11’s, U13’s,
U15’s & U17’s
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Brown Hill Reserve enquire Further
Information: Contact: Phillip Knowles
Current capacity of

0407399971
&,
the White Swan

water supply is 6661 ML (about 50%

White Swan Res.

(about 47% capacity) Similar to
this time last year.

Brown Hill News

@ Communtty Hub
L[]

0419 091 601 or Stephanie 5334 8035 op, in Brown Hill (Such as the

Brown Hill Market re-starting up
this year in the Brown Hill Hall )
Email: bhpa@brownhill.vic.au
Phone: 5334 8014 (evenings only)
Post: PO Box 1863, Bakery Hill

Dean Hall and Mechanics Institute
Inc. Hall hire contact : Ngaire
Mckay 0417111485 or

The Brown Hill Splash Park is expected
to open on November 1, 2025, for the
summer season. This is the planned
opening date for the new park, which
is being developed with a goldrush
theme.

Mt Prospect Dis-

trict Tennis Asso- Nt Prospect’
ciation Inc. is well

renowned for its well groomed sixteen
grass tennis courts. It’s located in the
picturesque town of Creswick and is
surrounded by the old Creswick Botan-
ical Gardens. Bridge Street, Park

Lake Creswick Victoria 3363

contact them on 0422607224



